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The influence of Islam as a religion, or a political ideology is in-
creasing among migrants of Islamic cultures. This seminar dis- :
cusses whether it is Islam that defines the identity of Muslim di- :

asporas or it is the diasporic experience that defines their Is- : UC
lamic identity? | argue that Muslims who use religious symbols :
(such as Islamic dress code Hijab) as a signifier of their cultural GS

identity and to claim a voice, find themselves the target of anti-
Muslim sentiments, stereotypes, discrimination and exclusion.
The anti-Muslim racism, global political conditions, including

military intervention in the Middle East and unresolved Palestin- YORK
ian-Israeli conflict tap into the diasporas’ grievances. All this '
helps the development of an emotional and psychological de-

tachment from the ‘host-land’; increased religiosity; revitaliza-
tion of tribal customs; and creation of a vicious cycle. griveRsIT

UNIVERSITY

Colloquium on the Global South

An open space for debate and critical inquiry for students, faculty members, NGOs,
social activists, and policy makers. Presented by the University Consortium on the

Global South (UCGS) at York University. Free and does not require pre-registration. For
further information, or to register for updates, check www.ucgs.yorku.ca or contact
Rhonda Dynes < rdynes@yorku.ca>, phone 416-736-5237, fax 416-736-5737.




