British Muslim delegation visits MCRI researchers at York

On Thursday March 22nd, a delegation of British Muslims, along with members of the Foreign Office and British Consulate in Toronto met with York researchers in the SSHRC/MCRI Muslim Diaspora research project, Professors Haideh Moghissi, Saeed Rahnema, and Mark Goodman. Dean Rhonda Lenton of the Atkinson Faculty welcomed the delegation. Representatives of several York student groups, including Muslim Student Association, Shalom-Salam, and Muslim Students for Justice and Peace were also in attendance.

The British delegation included the founder of the Green Light Muslim Youth Forum based in Dudley in the West Midlands; President of the Federation of Student Islamic Societies (FOSIS); the Contributing Editor at Q-News, Britain's leading Muslim current affairs magazine; Chief Executive of British Muslim Forum, one of the main Muslim umbrella organizations in the UK; and several other prominent members of UK Muslim organizations. 

The York researchers discussed some of the main findings of their project, and the UK visitors presented their views about the main issues of concerns to Muslims in Britain such as social and economic discrimination on one hand and extremism on the other. Similarities and differences between Muslim populations in Canada and in the UK were a most interesting part of the exchanges. Muslims in Canada, it was discussed to be  younger, more educated, and more heterogeneous in terms of ethnic and national origin than in the U.K. Yet, both groups of communities suffer from discrimination, particularly after September 11 and July 7 (terrorist actions in Britain). In confirming the fact that the Canadian society is generally more tolerant than the British society, the delegation shared their observation that Toronto Muslims seem to be also less rigid than their counterparts in London. Responsibility of the Muslim communities in the integration process and the situation of the youth in particular were also discussed.
In addition to York University, the delegation had met with representatives from a variety of community organizations as well as some government agencies, law enforcement authorities,  NGO’s, Muslim Associations and Mosques in Toronto, to learn about the Canadian experience with integration and outreach projects. 

